18. English drama
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
He was born on 23rd April 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon to the family of John Shakespeare as 1 of 8 children. His father was a tradesman (glovemaker-rukavičkář). He spent all his childhood in this  town, where  he attended a grammar school, after finishing it, and in 1582 at his age of 18 he married Ann Hathaway, who was 8 years older. She came from nearby village called Shottery. She gave to birth their first daughter Sussana in 1583 and two years later twins Judith and Hamnet were born; unfortunately Hamnet died at the age of 11 years. In 1594 Shakespeare left his family and moved to London. He worked as a playwright and an actor. He became a membre of a company Lord Chamberlain´s Men. The group owned its theatre called Globe. After the death of queen Elisabeth I, when king James came to the throne, the group changed name to The King´s Men. Meanwhile William bought a house New Place in Stratford-upon-Avon for a rest of his lifetime. In 1610 he came back to Stratford. In 1613 the Globe burnt down. He died on 23rd April 1616 at the day of his 52nd birthday.
Thirteen years after Shakespeare´s death ,,Folio“ was published; that´s complete collection of all his 37 plays. He wrote in the period of renaissance. During all his lifetime he wrote poems, 37 plays (tragedies, comedies, historical plays and romances) and 154 sonnets (=short poems – 2 strophes with 4 lines, 2 strophes with 3 lines). 
comedies - As You Like It (Jak se vám líbí)
                  The Merry Wives of Windsor (Veselé paničky windsorské)
                  A Midsummer Night´s Dream (Sen noci svatojánské)
                  The Merchant of Venice (Kupec benátský)
                  Much Ado About Nothing (Mnoho povyku pro nic)
                  The Taming of the Shrew (Zkrocení zlé ženy)
                  Comedy of Errors (Komedie plná omylů)

                  Two Gentlemen of Verona

                  The Twelfth´s Night (Večer tříkrálový)

romances (fairy-tales) - The Tempest, The Winter´s Tale

Roman tragedies - Julius Caesar, Anthony and Cleopatra

histrorical plays - Henry IV, Henry V, Henry VI, Richard II, Richard III, Henry VIII

tragedies - Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, Othello, Macbeth, King Lear

Romeo and Juliet

The plot of the tragedy takes place in Italian Verona. There are two rich houses whose members have been enemies for a long time. But Romeo Montek falls in love with Juliet Capulet and she falls in love with him. Juliet´s cousin Tybalt kills Romeo´s friend Mercuccio in a fight. Then Romeo kills Tybalt to take revenge for Mercuccio´s death. Romeo has to leave for Verona otherwise he would be punished. But before he left he had married Juliet secretly. The Juliet´s parents make her get married to a rich patrician. She is very sad therefore she goes to her confessor. He gives to her a medicine, she falls asleep and she looks like dead. Then Romeo comes and he kills himself as he looks at sleeping Juliet because he tought she was dead. One moment later Juliet gets up, she sights Romeo and she kills herself too. Both houses (rody) become reconciled (se usmířily) upon their lifeless bodies.  
Ben Jonson

He was Shakespeare´s contemporary (současník). He was born in Westminster, educated at Wetminster school and he became a dramatist. He wrote comedies, tragedies and masques.
comedies - Every Man in his Humour

                  Every Man out of his Humour

                  Volpone, the Fox

tragedies - Sejanus

                  Catiline

masques - Masque of Beauty

                 Masque of Queens

Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)

He was born in Dublin. His father was a surgeon, his mother was a hostess. He studied classical literature at Trinity College in Dublin. In 1874 he went to Magdalene College in Oxford. There he started writing poetry and he got Newdigate Price for his poem „Ravenne“. He moved to London and published his first book called „Poems“. In 1884 he married Constance Lloyd and had 2 children (boys). He wrote many stories for them, e.g. „The Happy Prince“, „The Ghost of Canterville“, „The Nightingale and the Rose“. Between 1895-1895 he wrote 4 comedies: „Lady Windermere´s Fan“ (Vějíř lady Windermerové), „An Ideal Husband“, „A Woman of no Importance“, „The Importance of Being Ernest“ (Jak důležité je míti Filipa). He wrote only 1 novel: „The Picture of Dorian Gray“. In 1893 he wrote a play Salome which was made into opera by Richard Stauss. Oscar´s life changed forever in 1895 when he met lord Douglas (Boussie). Boussie´s father started telling people in public that Oscar was homosexual. Wilde sued him but he lost and had to go to prison for 2 years. There he wrote two things: „The Ballad of Reading Gaol“ (about life in prison), and his last work was the lettre to Boussie called „De Profundis“ (Z hloubi mé duše). He moved to Paris and changed his name (Sebastian Malmoth) and he died suddenly in Paris in novembre 1900. His tombe finds in Pere Lachaise.
George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950)

He was born in Dublin. At the age of 20 he moved with his mother and sister to London. At first he worked as a journalist and a drama critic. In 1884 he became a leader of Fabian Society (it was a group of progressive intelectuals, they wanted to establish socialism in Britain). In 1925 he got the Nobel Price, but he refused it. He wrote one historical play called „Saint Joan“. His plays are divided into 3 groups:

unpleasant plays - Mrs Warren´s Profession

                              Widowers´ Houses

pleasant plays - The Man of Destiny (about Napoleon)

                          Arms (zbraně) and Men

plays for Puritans - Man and Superman

But his masterpiece is play whose name´s Pygmalion (according to a Greek sculptor) – main characters: Liza Doolittle, Professor Higgins, Colonel (plukovník) Pickering. It was adapted into musical version My Fair Lady.
It´s a story about a poor flower-girl from East End, who speaks with horrible cockney dialect. Professor Higgins bets (vsadí se) his friend that he will teach Lisa speak like a membre of upper class. He is succesful and at a ball nobody recognises her background.
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